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Subject (in full) Ordure Contract in Chinese controlled territory. 
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The ordure contractors of Chinese controlled 


territory about one month ago submitted a demand to the 


Bureau of Finance of the Shanghai City Government for 


a_ reduction in the monthly contract fee by 20%. 


Chinese controlled territory is divided into 3 areas for 


the ordure contract, namely (1) the Central and West 


Section (including City and the New Western District), 


II) South Bast Section (including Nantao Bund as far 
iit 
as Zah Hwei Kong) and Chapei Section. The contract fee 


b virtue of the existing contracts is (I) $4,200, 
IL) $4,200 and (III) $4,000 respectively. The reason 


forwarded by the present three contract holders is 


trade depression, so much so that despite the price 


of ordure being greatly reduced, the demands of the 


agricultural districts,where it is generally believed. 


a depression prevails, have fallen off considerably. 


In consequence of the demand of these contractors, two 


of whom have failed to vay the contract fee for the last 


two months, the Bureau of Finance inserted an advertisement 


in local press of March 16 inviting tenders for the 
(II) South Bast Section and (III) the Chapei District. 


On March 26 the period for the tender expired and it 


was discovered that there was one application submitted 


for the Chapei District only and that this only application 


was disqualified for the sum suggested being far below 
the minimum. Consequentiy, on the expiration of the 
present contract for the two sections in question by the 
end of March 31, 1934, arrangement is being made by the 


Bureau with the contractor of the Centre and Western 
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District to carry out the work at the expense of the 


Bureau for the time being. It is learned that in view 


of the situation becoming worse, the remaining contractor 


_is contemplating submitting a demand for a 40% reduction 
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